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The Test

Magnificent and sublime as no other book of Scripture.
-Martin Luther

The greatest poem of ancient and modern times.
-Alfred Lord Tennysion

There is nothing written, | think, in the Bible or out of it, of equal literary merit.
-Thomas Carlyle

Can | believe God when life doesn’t make sense?

Can | trust God when | can’t explain Him?

Why should | serve God?

Is God enough?
Job 1:1
There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one
who feared God and turned away from evil.

e Blameless

e Upright

o Feared God

e Turned away from evil
Job 1:3

He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many
servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east.




Job 1:5-7

And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would
rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may
be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also
came among them. The Lord said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and
said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.”

1. God in sovereign—sitting on his throne..

2. Satan has access to God'’s throne in heaven.

1 Peter 5:8
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
to devour.

3. Satan constantly makes accusations against believers.

Revelation 12:10

And | heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God.

Job 1:8-12

And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” Then Satan answered the Lordand
said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he
has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the
land. But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” And

the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your
hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.

Job 1:20-22

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he
said, “Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked shall | return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.

Job 2:1-4

Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also
came among them to present himself before the Lord. And the Lord said to Satan, “From where have you
come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and
down on it.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on
the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his
integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” Then Satan answered

the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life.

Job 2:7-10

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his
foot to the crown of his head. And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he
sat in the ashes. Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” But he
said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall
we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.



Job 3:3-4
“Let the day perish on which | was born,
and the night that said,
‘A man is conceived.’
Let that day be darkness!
May God above not seek it,
nor light shine upon it.

Job 3:10-12
because it did not shut the doors of my mother's womb,
nor hide trouble from my eyes.

“Why did I not die at birth,

come out from the womb and expire?
Why did the knees receive me?

Or why the breasts, that | should nurse?

Job 3:16
Or why was | not as a hidden stillborn child,
as infants who never see the light?

Job 3:20-21
“Why is light given to him who is in misery,
and life to the bitter in soul,
who long for death, but it comes not,
and dig for it more than for hidden treasures,

Job 3:23
Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden,
whom God has hedged in?

Job 1:20-22

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he
said, “Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked shall | return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.

1. God is sovereign over all. Whatever takes place on this earth, whatever takes place in our lives is either a result
of God’s directive or His permission.

2. In the first three chapters we find a great lesson about the ministry of presence. When a person is hurting you
don’t have to have all the answers—in fact, you will not have all the answers.

3. Life’s challenges put us on an emotional roller coaster.

4. Is God enough? Is God enough for you? Is God enough for me? Stripped of things that mattered to us—Is God
still enough?



