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SERMON   NOTES 

April 21-22, 2018 

Why Are You Fishing? 

Scott Arvay 

 

• Whether we recognize it or not, Jesus walks with us in all circumstances. 

• As Jesus walks with us, he convicts us in our unbelief and lack of faith.   

• Real hope and strengthened faith comes from understanding his Word. 

• In the intimacy of fellowship Jesus reveals Himself to us.  

• Jesus compels us to share. 

 

Matthew 28:10 

Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see 
me.” 

 

Matthew 28:16 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 

 

John 21:1 

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this 
way.  

 

John 21:2-3 

Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others 
of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 
with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
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Luke 5:1-11 

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was standing by the 
lake of Gennesaret, and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from 
the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And when he had finished speaking, he said 
to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we 
toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, 
they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But 
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord.” For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do 
not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they 
left everything and followed him. 

 

John 21:4-5 

Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 
said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 

 

Disobedience produces failure and disappointment. 

 

Being called by God: 

 

• God’s call out of love to follow Jesus as our Lord and Savior.   

• Every person has a specific purpose or mission for being.   

 

John 21:6 

He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now 
they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 
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John 21:7-13 

That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was 
the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. The 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a 
hundred yards off. When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 
bread.  

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and 
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not 
torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 

 

Jesus provides all that we need to do what he is calling us to do. 

 

When we are obedient to God’s calling, we can expect success and intimate fellowship. 


